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appointment without submitting his choice for MaeDonalcTs
approval. Indeed, at leant one Minister did not make the
choice at all If the Prime Minister had not a particular
favourite for a post, this Minister would submit a short list to
MacDonald and allow him to make the selection,
As to the appointments in the gift of the Premier, the list
is long, diverse, and curious. His power even intrudes into the
sacred domain of religion* He has livings in his gift and can
appoint a bishop or a rector. In the higher brunches of educa-
tion, the Prime Minister also holds sway. He can appoint a
Professor of Divinity, of Surgery, of Hebrew, or what not.
In the Law appointments also, it is in the power of the Prime
Minister to exert considerable authority,
It is, however, with regard to honours and titles that the
power of the Prime Minister had the most remarkable results
and repercussions. Snobbery in England did not begin with
George IV, nor did Thackeray's ridicule destroy it. The
number of those whose ideas and conduct are prompted by
a keen yearning for social distinction or by a vulgar admiration
for wealth and class had not diminished in the eighty-five
years that had passed since the Book of Snobs was written.
The number of social climbers amassed even MaeDonald.
From every class, except, of course, the actual working
class, they came and paid homage to the Prime Minister in
the hope of social preferment. A moderate estimate would
be that ninety per cent of the wealthier classes would be pre-
pared to make sacrifices, either of money or political allegiance
or both, to obtain the social advancement which the patronage
of the Premier could give.
The Prime Minister finds politicians, business men, news-
paper proprietors, doctors, actors, artists, and preachers doing
all sorts of things to attract his attention and win his favour.
All who seek titles are not social snobs; the economic impor-
tance of an honour of any kind is indisputable. The doctor,
actor, journalist, or artist who has a title is on a different
plane from his undistinguished competitor. A business is not
run on sentimental lines, and most concerns are eager to have
a peer on their directorate or, if not, at least a baronet or a
knight. It gives an air, of dignity and respectability to a
company prospectus.
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